To be confirmed on 3rd April 2017
NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 6th March 2017 

at the Barlow, Edgworth
Present: Councillor D Wild (in the Chair)

Councillors D Appleby, P Birch, J Catterall, A Dickenson and H Dowle 
Also present: G. Syddall (Clerk), District Councillor C Rigby and six members of the public
Apologies for Absence: Councillor L Parker
Prior to the meeting, members of the public were given an opportunity to address the meeting.
Several residents spoke against planning application 10/16/0704.
7382 Minutes

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on 6th February 2017, having been circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
7383 Matters Arising
Councillor Catterall reported on new regulations on openness and accountability. It was agreed that quarterly accounting reports be produced, commencing in June 2017, that a risk assessment of assets be drawn up, and that there be a review of the internal audit provisions.
It was noted that the owner of the Blue Lagoon had sadly died.
7384 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.
7385 Accounts
Resolved: That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

Zen Internet Ltd 

Broadband service


£    18.35   

Dave Rowley Landscapes
Litterman/Lengthsman Feb

£1380.70

A Herd


February salary 


£  312.00
G Syddall


February salary


£  863.81
7386 Planning Applications

Resolved: That the Parish Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 10/16/0704 and 10/16/1301.
7387 Planning Decisions

Noted: Blackburn with Darwen Council’s decisions on planning applications.
7388 Toilet Attendant – Rate of Pay

Resolved: That, following an increase in the national minimum wage, the rate of pay for the Toilet Attendant be increased to £7.75 per hour from 1st April 2017.
7389 Community Day
Councillor Catterall suggested holding community days in Belmont and Edgworth, involving schools and the uniformed organisations, led by the PTAs to raise funds for the schools. The Parish Council could pay for a marquee.
It was agreed that Councillor Catterall should approach the school governors in the first instance.

7390 Annual Electors Meeting

Resolved: That the annual electors’ meeting be held on Monday, 15th May.
7391 Correspondence 

Correspondence received since the last meeting was made available for inspection and noted.
7392 Update on the Barlow
A report from Councillor Parker was read out.

The Barlow is maintaining
a healthily bank balance in
all of its accounts, with a strong
reserve should it be needed for match funding for the HLF grant.
Much of the board’s time over the last 18 months has been on finalising the leases currently under negotiation with ECRC and EBC. ECRC have been presented with two options on the basis that a lease longer than 25 years is not achievable from a legal perspective.
Voluntary appointments have been made for a book-keeper and marketing coordinator, and an offer has been made for a volunteer office manager.


An HLF Resilience Bid has been submitted, to cover the costs of consultancy and training needed to help the main bidding process to be successful.


It was agreed that Councillors Dickenson and Dowle should meet with Councillor Parker to discuss their concerns about the Reading Room.
COMMENTS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY 

1st March 2017
10/16/0704
Amended application for the installation of three wind turbines (hub height 46m, to tip height 76.5m), including all ancillary works at Hoddlesden Moss

The Parish Council objects to the proposed development on the grounds that:


The turbines and access road will have a detrimental visual impact 


on the landscape


It will result in a proliferation of wind turbines in the area


The proposed development will cause damage to flora and fauna 


within 
the West Pennine Moors SSSI.

10/16/1301
Single storey side (south west) extension, single storey side (north east) extension, gable insertion to rear and single storey front extension to existing building at The Paddock, Entwistle Hall Lane, Entwistle

The Parish Council objects to this proposed development, on the grounds that:


It is an over-development of the site


It is out of character with the nearby Grade II listed buildings


It will lead to overlooking of adjacent properties, due to its elevated position

Noted: That the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday, 3rd April 2017 at 7.30pm. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.
Signed - Chairman
The meeting closed at 8.47pm
